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described the legendary martyrdom

of Maurice and the Theban Legion,
comprised of Christians from Upper Egypt.
Maurice was first officer of the legion, sent
by Emperor Maximian to Switzerland to put Y N
down some rebellious Gauls. When Maximian ot TH
ordered the soldiers to sacrifice to Roman A, i
gods, Maurice and his legion refused. The
outraged emperor ordered “decimations”
in which one of every 10 men was killed;
when the remainder still would not worship
Roman gods, Maximian had other soldiers
massacre the entire legion of 6,000. Though

I n the fifth century, St. Eucherius of Lyons

Swiss Guard and Austria.

<A | Catholic [ |

‘ ' Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
s | Current SAINT OF THE WEEK

&

"‘“‘L, { [@

the number may be exaggerated, a martyrdom : yesvim s
of some Christian soldiers seems believable. < \ g
Maurice is a patron saint of all armies, the /2- -.\/ *
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