BY-LAWS
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT CONFRATERNITY

ST. DOMINIC CHURCH

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

ARTICLE I – NAME

     The name of this organization shall be The Blessed Sacrament Confraternity of St. Dominic Church of Los Angeles, California.
ARTICLE II – MISSION STATEMENT
1. To deepen our love and reverence for the Holy Eucharist—the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. To foster spiritual growth among members through devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and participation in Mass and Eucharistic Adoration.

3. To propagate ardent devotion to the Holy Eucharist by adoration of the Blessed Sacrament when exposed. 

4. To support the maintenance and upkeep of the Sanctuary through voluntary service.
ARTICLE III – BENEFITS

1. A share in the prayers, Mass intentions and apostolic works of other members.

2. Solidarity and fellowship among members and all who are dedicated to the Holy Eucharist.
ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.
Membership shall be open to all who share and uphold the mission of the Confraternity.
Section 2.
Annual membership fee of $5.00 is due and payable to the Confraternity on such date as determined by the Board.

Section 3.
A notice shall be mailed to any member whose membership fee is not paid after the prescribed due date.  
Section 4.
Only active members have the right to voice, vote and hold office.

Section 5.
Active membership shall be defined as consistent attendance to monthly Mass and meetings, regular participation in the activities of the Confraternity, and ongoing support of its mission.  
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ARTICLE V – OFFICERS 

Section 1.
The officers of the Confraternity shall consist of: President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer.

Section 2.
Officers shall be elected from the active membership.
Section 3.
Officers shall serve a term of two (2) years.  All officers may be elected to serve successive term(s), except for the President, who cannot serve consecutive terms.  
Section 4.
Officers who consistently fail to perform the duties of the office shall be relieved from such office.  The President shall appoint another member to fill the vacancy.  
Section 5.
The Pastor or his appointed representative shall serve as the Spiritual Adviser of the Confraternity.
ARTICLE VI – COMMITTEES
Section 1.
The Confraternity shall maintain Standing Committees and Special Committee(s) to accomplish its mission.  

Section 2.
The Standing Committee shall be:

a.  Altar and Pew Care

b. Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)

c. Decorations and Table Setup
d. Hospitality

e. Liturgy

f. Meal  Reservations

g. Membership

h. Raffle Tickets Sale
i. White Elephant 




Section 3.
Chairpersons of the Standing Committees and Special Committees shall be appointed by the Board.
ARTICLE VII – BOARD

Section 1.
The Board shall consist of the current officers, the immediate past president, and the chairpersons of the Standing Committee.
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ARTICLE VIII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.
The President shall:

· Preside at all the meetings of the Confraternity.
· Collaborate with the Board in appointing chairpersons of all committees, except the Nominating Committee.
· Perform other duties, as outlined on Duties and Responsibilities of Officers.
Section 2.
The Vice-President shall:

· Preside at all meetings in the absence of the President.
· Perform other duties, as outlined on Duties and Responsibilities of Officers. 
· In the event of prolonged illness, disability or death of the President, the Vice-President shall serve the unexpired term as President.

Section 3.
The Recording Secretary shall:

· Record and keep the minutes of all meetings of the Board and the General Membership.
· Furnish the President with a copy of the minutes of every meeting and maintain a book of all meeting minutes.
· Perform other duties, as outlined on Duties and Responsibilities of Officers.

. 
Section 4.
The Corresponding Secretary shall:

· Record and prepare the minutes of the Board and General Membership meetings, in the absence of the Recording Secretary.

· Attend to any correspondence as directed by the President.

· Perform other duties, as outlined on Duties and Responsibilities of Officers. 
Section 5.
The Treasurer shall:

· Have charge of the finances of the Confraternity.
· Maintain an accurate record of receipts/disbursements and give a report of the finances at the monthly meetings.

· Perform other duties, as outlined on Duties and Responsibilities of Officers. 
ARTICLE IX– MEETINGS

Section 1.
The Board shall meet on the last Wednesday of the months of August, November, January, and April.  
Section 2.
The General Membership shall meet on the second Tuesday of the months of September through May.  The meeting shall be preceded by the 
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celebration of Holy Mass and ended by prayers for the sanctification of priests.
ARTICLE X – NOMINATIONS

Section 1.
The Nominating Committee, consisting of (3) members, shall solicit prospective candidates for each office and shall present a nominating ballot of candidates at the General Membership meeting in March of the year the Term will expire.
Section 2.
A summary of expectations, duties and responsibilities of each office shall be provided to prospective candidates prior to election.  

Section 3.
Any active member of the Confraternity, in good standing, shall be eligible to accept nomination for office.

ARTICLE XI – ELECTIONS

Section 1.
Election of officers shall be held every two (2) years during the General Membership meeting in April.

Section 2.
Active members shall be entitled to vote.

Section 3.
Voting shall be by secret ballot.  
ARTICLE XII – VACANCIES

Section 1.
In the event that the President’s office becomes vacant, the Vice-President shall assume the presidency for the remainder of the term.

Section 2.
In the event that any other office becomes vacant, the Board shall elect the person who will assume the office for the remainder of the term.
ARTICLE XIII – THE SPIRITUAL CITIZENSHIP AWARD

Section 1.
The Annual Spiritual Citizenship Award shall be presented to one male and one female 8th grade student of St. Dominic School during the General Membership meeting in May.

Section 2.
The Award consists of a Certificate of Recognition and monetary gift.
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Section 3.
The recipients shall demonstrate good moral values, outstanding leadership and service to the community, and whose families actively support St. Dominic School and Parish. 

Section 4.
The recipients shall be selected by their teachers.  The names of the recipients shall be submitted to the President of the Confraternity prior to the General Membership meeting in May. 
ARTICLE XIV– AMENDMENTS

 Section 1.
The By-Laws may be amended during a General Membership meeting by a majority vote, provided the proposed amendment has been approved by the officers, OR 

Section 2.
Amendment to the By-Laws may be made after an advance notice has been given and is voted upon by at least two-thirds of the membership. 

Approved and signed by the Board:
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