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MASS INTENTIONS   

(Important: Some of these Masses will be celebrated 
in the private chapel of St. Dominic’s Priory.  All the 
written intentions will be honored.  Thank you for 
your understanding.) 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday:   Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-
      9; Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday:   Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 
      23; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; 
      Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday:   Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; 
      Mt 1:1-17 
Friday:    Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; 
      Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday:   Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; 
      Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Sunday:   2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 
      29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38  

Sunday   7:30 AM   Fely Serrano - Thanksgiving 
        9:00 AM   Mercedes Alcantara,  
           Thanksgiving, Birthday 
                  11:00 AM   Pro Populo 
                  1:00 PM   John S, † 
                  4:00 PM   Joseph Africa &  
           Miguel Camposano, †    
Monday  8:00 AM   Lita P. Salaezon, † 
                 6:00 PM   Zenaida Marquez,  
           for her  intentions 
Tuesday  8:00 AM   Thomas & Ellen Lohomier, 
           40th Anniversary 
                  6:00 PM   Fr. Roberto Corral 
Wed.        8:00 AM   Tan Family Intentions 
                  6:00 PM   Deo Gracia Salud, † 
Thursday 8:00 AM  Christmas Novena 
      4:00 PM   Andres Sr., Justa, and  
           Roberto Felix, † 
                  6:00 PM   Noel Lorca - Birthday 
      9:00 PM   Ng Bing King & Ang     
           Kiong Te, † 
Friday      8:00 AM   Christmas Novena 
     10:00 AM  Ochoa Family Thanksgiving 
     12:00 PM   Bernadita Lingao                   
      4:00 PM      Carlo & Concepcion Baluyot,† 
 Saturday 8:00 AM  Christmas Novena     
      4:00 PM   Elena Kimmett - Healing 
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The Friars & Staff at St. Dominic’s  
Wish you a Blessed and Healthy 

Christmas Season 
 
 

Christmas Novena Cards Available  
in the Parish Office 

 
A nine (9) day Novena Mass will be 
said beginning on December 24 and 
ending on January 1, 2021. 
 
There are 8 Christmas Novena Cards 
for $5.00. 

 
Adults who have made 
their Baptism and First 
Communion and need 
the Sacrament of Con-
firmation and are over 
the age of 18, the Adult 
Confirmation will be 
Zoomed this year       

because of the Pandemic starting on 
Thursday Jan 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
You must have your Forms for registration 
(which are found on the parish website 
plus your Baptismal certificate and if      
possible, your First Communion certificate 
in before this time so that you can receive 
the zoom invitation before class. 

 

For more information, please call              
Sr. Joyanne at 323-254-2519. Blessings. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Next Sunday, December 27, is the Feast Day of 
the Holy Family 
 

We have been living in unprecedented times 
with COVID changing many aspects of our lives. 
These changes have caused many challenges to 
families, but they have also affirmed our com-
mitment to safeguarding our children and young 
people. As the year comes to an end we are re-
minded of the resiliency exemplified by the Holy 
Family in their Advent journey – the love Mary 
and Joseph had for their son, Jesus Christ, and 
the many ways in which they nurtured His Spirit 
as a model for our families. Join the Holy Fami-
ly’s call by taking time next Sunday on the Feast 
Day of the Holy Family to nourish your own fam-
ily’s spirituality. Click link to download the Take-
Home Resource for Families: The Holy Family - 
Nourishing your Spirituality and Well-
Being, https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/2020-English-Spanish-Feast-of
-the-Holy-Family-Parish-Families-Activity-Take-
Home-Sheet.pdf 
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                A Message from Fr. Roberto 
The Absurd Things Chris ans Believe 

Bill Maher, a well-known comedian, did a film in 2008 called “Religulous.” The tle is a purposeful 
blending of two words: “religion” and ridiculous,” so you can guess that it was a sa re on organized      
religion. He interviewed people in different parts of the world and a acked the religious beliefs of many 
groups including Mormons, Muslims, Jews, Protestants, and, of course, Catholics. The film has its funny 
lines and moments, but it is largely a one-sided rant by someone who obviously dislikes religion. One of 
his main points is to underscore the absolute absurdity of some of the things we Chris ans believe: one 
God yet three persons, “a talking snake” in the Garden of Eden, the virgin birth of Jesus, the miracles of 
Jesus, etc. Actually, many scripture scholars would agree with his assessment of some of the stories in the 
Bible being scien fically irra onal, such as Jonah living for three days in the belly of a whale, the serpent 
in the Garden of Eden being able to speak, etc. As I have said numerous mes, the Bible is not a science 
or history textbook. It does not always or necessarily relate scien fic or historical truth; instead, it pro-
vides us with religious or spiritual truth. So, we do not take these kinds of stories literally; we look for the 
religious or spiritual truth they teach us about God and about ourselves.  

However, as far as his asser ng the absurdity of the founda onal beliefs about God we hold as 
Chris ans and Catholics, my response to Mr. Maher would be, “You are absolutely right; 
we do believe in things that are preposterous.” A er all, it really is totally absurd to be-
lieve that an infinite, all powerful God who created the universe would become a human 
being like us. Then, beyond that, we believe that he freely chose to suffer and die for us. 
Furthermore, we Catholics then assert that he gives himself totally to us at every Mass in 
a piece of what looks like a li le cracker and a sip of what looks and tastes like wine. As 
absurd as it all sounds, that is exactly what we believe. These allega-

ons of the irra onality of our faith are not new. Two thousand years 
ago, St. Paul said in his First Le er to the Chris ans in Corinth: “…we 

preach Christ crucified – a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the gen-
les…” (1Cor 1:23). I encourage you to read the first two chapters of Paul’s le er to the 

Corinthians. Maher’s cynicism is that of a typical person who needs scien fic proof be-
fore he’ll believe anything; he’s got to see it with his own eyes. Sci-
ence is good and helpful, but it can only take us so far in life. To an-
swer the ul mate ques ons of life, God, in his wisdom, asks us to 
have faith.  
On the one hand, I can understand Maher’s nega ve a tude toward religion. For      
example, like many people, he feels that so much violence and other harm has been 

and con nues to be done in the name of religion. Unfortunately, in that asser on, he is correct on many 
levels. On the other hand, he seems to deny that religion has done any good at all, and that is something 
that you and I can certainly renounce with our own tes mony as to how our faith has helped us in our 
lives and how it has profoundly impacted our world for good. 

So on this Christmas day, we give thanks for the gi  of faith that we have in a God who loves us so 
much that he would be born among us, die for us and give himself to us again and again in many ways, 
and in a special way in the Eucharist. Let us show to others how good God is by our words and ac ons, 
and let us pray for unbelievers like Bill Maher that God might touch their hearts and help them find him. 

 
Merry Christmas and happy New Year from the Parish and School Staffs and the Dominicans!  
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Advent Bilingual Retreat 
Don’t forget that our parish is offering a virtual bilingual (English and Spanish) Advent retreat called “New Be-
ginnings.” You can access it on our website (www.saintdominics.org) and watch it any time you wish. It offers 
music, beautiful images, Scripture and reflections on the lives of John the Baptist, Mary and Joseph to help us 
make a new beginning in our relationships with God and with others. 
 
 
Retiro Bilingüe de Adviento 

No olvide que nuestra parroquia está ofreciendo un retiro de Adviento virtual bilingüe (inglés y español) 
llamado "Nuevos Comienzos". Puede accederlo en nuestro sitio web (www.saintdominics.org) y verlo en cual-
quier momento que desee. Ofrece música, bellas imágenes, Escritura y reflexiones sobre las vidas de Juan el 
Bautista, María y José para ayudarnos a comenzar de nuevo en nuestras relaciones con Dios y con los demás. 

•Saturday and Sunday Masses have been moved to 4:00 pm.  
•Saturday Confessions have been moved to 2:30 to 3:30 pm. 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES FOR: 
 
December 24 – Christmas Eve 
 

4:00 pm   Open to Public 
6:00 pm   Open to Public 
9:00 pm   Open to Public (Midnight Mass) 
 

December 25 – Christmas Day 
 

8:00 am   Open to Public 
10:00 am  Open to Public 
12:00 pm  Spanish Mass – Open to Public 
4:00 pm   Open to Public 
 

December 31 – New Year’s Eve 
 

4:00 pm   Open to Public (Vigil Mass for Holy 
Day) 
 
  

 
 January 1 – Solemnity of Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

 8:00 am   Open to Public 
 12:00 pm  Open to Public 
 4:00 pm   Open to Public 
 6:00 pm   Spanish Mass – Open to Public 
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Un Mensaje de Padre Roberto 
Las Cosas Absurdas que Creen los Cris anos 

Bill Maher, un cómico americano muy conocido, hizo una película en 2008  que era una sá ra 
sobre la religión organizada. Entrevistó a personas en diferentes partes del mundo y atacó a las creen-
cias religiosas de muchos grupos como los mormones, musulmanes, judíos, protestantes, y, por supues-
to, los católicos. La película ene algunos comentarios y momentos diver dos, pero es en gran parte 
una invec va de un solo lado por alguien que, obviamente, no le gusta la religión. Uno de sus puntos 
principales es poner de relieve el absurdo absoluto de algunas de las cosas que creen los cris anos: un 
solo Dios en tres personas," una serpiente que habla" en el Jardín de Edén, el nacimiento virginal de 
Jesús, los milagros de Jesús, etc. De hecho, muchos expertos bíblicos estarían de acuerdo con su eva-
luación de algunas de las historias de la Biblia que son cien ficamente irracionales, como la estancia de 
Jonás durante tres días en el vientre de una ballena, la serpiente en el Jardín del Edén que puede ha-
blar, etc. Como he dicho en numerosas ocasiones, la Biblia no es un libro de ciencia o historia. 
No necesariamente  transmite la verdad cien fica o histórica, sino que nos proporciona la verdad reli-
giosa o espiritual. Por lo tanto, no tomamos este po de historias literalmente; mas bien buscamos la 
verdad religiosa o espiritual que nos enseña sobre Dios y sobre nosotros mismos. 

Sin embargo, en cuanto a su afirmación de lo absurdo de las creencias fundamentales acerca de 
Dios que tenemos como católicos cris anos, mi respuesta al Sr. Maher sería: "Tiene toda 
la razón, creemos en cosas que son absurdas." De hecho, realmente 
es totalmente absurdo creer que un Dios infinito y omnipotente que creó el universo se 
conver era en un ser humano como nosotros. Luego, más allá de eso, creemos que este 
Dios eligió libremente a sufrir y morir por nosotros. Y aparte, los católicos  afirmamos 
que él se entrega totalmente a nosotros en cada Misa en lo que parece un pedazo de ga-
lleta pequeña y un sorbo de lo que parece y sabe a vino. Tan absurdo como todo esto sue-
na, es exactamente lo que creemos. 
Estas denuncias de la irracionalidad de nuestra fe no son nuevas. Hace 

dos mil años, San Pablo dijo en su primera Carta a los cris anos de Corin-
to: "... nosotros predicamos a Cristo crucificado –  una piedra de tropiezo para los ju-

díos y locura para los gen les..." (1Cor 1,23). Les animo a leer los dos 
primeros capítulos de esta carta. El cinismo de Maher es el de 
una persona pica que necesita una prueba cien fica antes de que 
él vaya a creer cualquier cosa; él lo ene que ver con sus propios 
ojos. La ciencia es buena y ú l, pero sólo nos puede llevar hasta cier-
to punto en la vida. Para responder a las cues ones úl mas de la vi-
da, Dios, en su sabiduría, nos invita a tener fe. 

Por un lado, puedo entender la ac tud nega va hacia la religión de Maher. Por ejemplo, como 
mucha gente, él siente que se ha hecho tanta violencia y daño a otros en nombre de la religión. Por 
desgracia, está en lo correcto en muchos niveles por esta aserción. Por otra parte, parece declarar que 
la religión no haya servido de nada en absoluto, y eso es algo que tú y yo ciertamente  podemos renun-
ciar con nuestro propio tes monio de cómo la fe nos ha ayudado en nuestras vidas, y cómo ha impacta-
do profundamente nuestro mundo para bien. 

Así que en este día de Navidad, demos gracias por el don de la fe que tenemos en un Dios que 
nos ama tanto que él nacería entre nosotros, moriría por nosotros y nos daría a sí mismo una y otra 
vez. Mostrémonos a otros cuán bueno es Dios con nuestras palabras y acciones, y oremos por los incré-
dulos como Bill Maher para que Dios toque sus corazones y les ayude a encontrarlo. 
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Introducing - Godstrong 
A new album of Contemporary Christian songs written by Jennifer Rickert 

Includes 5 bonus tracks! 
Go to www.jenniferrickert.com to  

purchase the CD $9.99 (+ $3 shipping) OR 
Go to the iTunes Store and search  

"Jennifer Rickert" to download individual tracks or the whole album  
onto your favorite device! 

Tracks - $.99 each - Album - $9.99 
 

You can purchase the CD from Rudy Acosta - see him after Mass. The Parish Office also has a few 
to sell. 

***Proceeds from St. Dominic’s sales will go to  
the St. Dominic Parish and School Choirs.*** 

 

For more details or to take a listen, visit 
www.jenniferrickert.com. Thank you and God bless!  

Christmas Flowers 
 
If you would like     
to make a  $10.00  
donation in the 
name of a loved 

one, print the name clearly on the 
outside of an envelope, with your 
donation and drop it in the parish 
office mail box or in the collection 
basket on Sunday.  It is a $10.00 
donation per name. 

 

The names will be posted  
at the school. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The school still has some Christmas 
Wreaths available for purchase. 

 
1 - 28” Mixed Evergreen Wreath  -  $45 
 
6 - 22” Mixed Evergreen Wreath -  $35 
 
1 - Tabletop Centerpiece  -  $25 
 
These are available for immediate pick up 
at the school office, 8:00 am to 3:30 pm, 
Monday thru Friday. Or local no-contact 
delivery can be arranged by contacting 
Monica at 818-484-6560 or emailing her 
at:   monicaramosramirez@gmail.com 
 
 

Christmas Wreaths 
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